
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Dates 

Friday, December 4 @6 pm  

Family Shabbat Dinner followed by 

Family Shabbat and Annual 

Campership Service @7 pm   

 

Sunday, December 6 @10 am  

Journey Through the Bible with 

Rabbi Rick Schechter 

"The Original Game of Thrones: 

David and Saul"  

 

Thursday, December 10 @12 pm 

Lunch and Learn with the Rabbi  

 

Sunday December 13 @5.30 pm 

Hannukah Dinner and Party  

 

Saturday, December 19 @10 am 

Tot Shabbat  

 

The return of 

Shabbat in the Round (during Hanukkah) 
 

A New Shabbat Experience 

at Temple Sinai 

Friday, December 11 at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Social Hall 

 

Celebrate the 6th night of Hanukkah and Shabbat! 
Bring your favorite menorah and candles for lighting. 

Latkes and sufganiyot served 

December 2015 

Kislev / Tevet 5776 
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 December / January Torah Readings 

  Parashah Haftarah 

December 4 – 5 Vayaishev Genesis 37:1−40:23 Amos 2:6-3:8 

December 11 – 12 Mikeitz Genesis 41:1−44:17 Zechariah 4:1-7 

December 18 – 19 Vayigash Genesis 44:18−47:27 Ezekiel 37:15-28 

December 25 – 26 Va-y'chi Genesis 47:28–50:26 I Kings 2:1-12 

January 1 – 2 Sh'mot Exodus 1:1−6:1 Isaiah 27:6-28:13; 

29:22-23 

January 8 - 9 Va-eira Exodus 6:2−9:35 Ezekiel 28:25-29:21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Have Something for 

 

To submit an article, flyer, or any 

other material for The Scribe: 

   1) All submissions must be 

received no later than midnight on the 

deadline listed in the Announcements 

section of The Scribe. Submissions 

by email are preferred, but if you do 

not have email access a hard copy 

(paper) will be accepted if received 

by the Temple office no later than 

5:00 p.m. on the deadline date listed 

in the Announcements section of The 

Scribe.  

  2) The email must be addressed to 

scribe@temple-sinai.net. Please 

identify the article in the email 

subject line (i.e. Sisterhood, 

Brotherhood, etc., and no simply 

Scribe Article). The article must have 

a title. 

  3) Be sure to include your name and 

a phone number at which you may be 

reached if there is a question about 

the article. 

  4) Please note that the deadline is 

firm. Late articles cannot be accepted, 

as this would delay The Scribe being 

received by our members. 

  5) The editorial committee reviews 

the right to review, edit, and approve 

any and all material submitted for 

inclusion The Scribe.  

T E M P L E   S I N A I  

O F   G L E N D A L E 

 

1212. N. Pacific Avenue 

Glendale, CA 91202-1697 

www.temple-sinai.net 

Tel 818.246.8101 

Fax 818.246.9372 

 

      Rabbi  Rick Schechter 

    Cantor  Steve Hummel 

President  Donna Baar 

 

 

The Scribe is a monthly publication of  

TEMPLE SINAI OF GLENDALE 

 

Editorial Committee 

 

library hours 
The Freedman Library is open 

after services on Fridays from 

9:00 to 10:00 p.m. and Sunday 

mornings when there is 

Religious School. 

Everyone is encouraged to use 

the library and check out a book. 

Advertisers are welcome as 

sponsors of our newsletter. Ads 

must be “camera ready” and fit 

within the sizes below. Sizes shown 

are for the outside border. All ads 

must be accompanied by payment 

before they will run. The cost of ads 

listed is for three issues. Include a 

phone number where you may be 

reached if there are questions. 

Formats: pdf, tif, jpg, gif. 

Rates: 

Business Card (horizontal only) 

3 ½” W x 2” H………………$30 

Quarter Page 

3 ½” W x 5” H………………$65 

Half Page 

7 ½” W x 5 H 

3 ½” W x 10” H……………$100 

Full Page 

7 ½” W x 10” H……………$175 
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Levent Akbarut is a Muslim American whose 
family is originally from Turkey. Two of his 

three sons are Marine officers in the United 

States military. Levent is a member of the 
Islamic Congregation of La Cañada. I have 

known him for close to 10 years and deeply 

value his friendship. 
 

This summer when I learned that Levent was 

invited to speak at the annual Community 

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service, sponsored by 

the Glendale Religious Leaders Association 

(of which we are both members), I 

immediately replied that I would like Temple 

Sinai to host the event. I thought it profoundly 

important to have a Muslim speaking from 

our bimah as well as to invite the Muslim 

community of our area to our Jewish 

community—for warm embrace and 

friendship, along with Christian and other 

faith communities of the Glendale/Foothills 

area. 

As it happened, the annual interfaith gathering 

occurred less than one week after the horrific 

Paris terrorist attacks, which took the lives of 

at least 130 people and injured over 350 

others. As we got closer to the event, I 

wondered if and how Levent would address 

the tragedy in his remarks. He did not 

disappoint. His remarks were thoughtful, 

moving, and eloquent.  Speaking to the 

ongoing ruthless violence perpetrated on 

innocent civilians around the world by Islamic 

extremists, Levent paused and said, “Not in 

my name. Not in my name. Not in my name.” 

I think all of us gathered that 

night immediately understood 

the pain and shame that 

Levent and the Muslim 

community feel about the 

reprehensible, murderous actions of those who 

have twisted the teachings of Islam to fit their 

violent and oppressive ideology. Indeed, most 

Muslims mourn and condemn this senseless 

violence, fanaticism, and taking of human life 

just as non-Muslims do.  

Extremism is found in all religions, 

regrettably. Violent extremism is not limited 

to Islam. Judaism has had its share of violent 

radicals and extremists. Just 20 years ago last 

month, Israeli Prime Minister Yitzchak Rabin 

was murdered by a Jewish extremist who 

considered Rabin a “traitor” for making peace 

with the Palestinians. One year prior to that, a 

Jewish radical walked into a mosque in 

Hebron, Israel, which is attached to the Jewish 

holy site of the Cave of the Patriarchs (where 

Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, and 

Jacob and Leah are purported to be buried), 

and he gunned down 29 innocent Arabs at 

prayer and wounded 125 others. 

Most in the Jewish world were shocked and 

outraged—and condemned that horrific 

violence. 

Obviously prerequisite for any religious 

community’s skillful response to violence and 

abuse in its midst are honesty, reflection, and 

actions to transform the situation.  

Continued  

From Rabbi Rick Schechter 

# Not In My Name 
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From Rabbi Rick Schechter 
While in Turkey, President Barack Obama 

wisely said soon after the Paris attacks, “To 

the degree that anyone would equate the 

terrible actions that took place in Paris with 

the views of Islam, those kinds of stereotypes 

are counterproductive. They’re wrong. They 

will lead, I think, to greater recruitment into 

terrorist organizations over time if this 

becomes somehow defined as a Muslim 

problem as opposed to a terrorist problem.” 

“Now, what is also true,” President Obama 

then said, “is that the most vicious terrorist 

organizations at the moment are ones that 

claim to be speaking on behalf of true 

Muslims. And I do think that Muslims around 

the world—religious leaders, political leaders, 

ordinary people—have to ask very serious 

questions about how did these extremist 

ideologies take root, even if it’s only affecting 

a very small fraction of the population. It is 

real and it is dangerous. And it has built up 

over time, and with social media it has now 

accelerated.” 

The president went on: “And so I think, on the 

one hand, non-Muslims cannot stereotype, but 

I also think the Muslim community has to 

think about how we make sure that children 

are not being infected with this twisted notion 

that somehow they can kill innocent people 

and that that is justified by religion. And to 

some degree, that is something that has to 

come from within the Muslim community 

itself. And I think there have been times 

where there has not been enough pushback 

against extremism. There’s been pushback—

there are some who say, well, we don’t 

believe in violence, but are not as willing to 

challenge some of the extremist thoughts or 

rationales for why Muslims feel oppressed. 

And I think those ideas have to be 

challenged.” Challenged and transformed.  

This month, as we enter the Jewish festival of 

lights with Hanukkah—and Christmas for 

Christians, Kwanzaa for African Americans, 

and Diwali, the festival of lights for Hindus, 

Sikhs, Jains, and Buddhists which occurred 

last month—I pray that all people help light 

up this darkness of hatred, intolerance, and 

irrational fear of the other (xenophobia) with 

the illuminating glow of understanding and 

wisdom, justice and compassion, and human 

respect and dignity. 

April, Evan, and Nina join me in wishing you 

and your family a happy and peaceful 

Hanukkah and holiday season. 

 Chag Hanukkah Sameach, 
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the Cantor’s Voice 

 

 

 

 

Hanukkah Music

It’s started again. The holiday music is inescapable. 

The un-told story behind all the Christmas songs you 

are hearing at the mall this month is that they were 

written by JEWISH songwriters. Irving Berlin wrote 

“White Christmas.” Johnny Marks wrote "Rudolph, 

the Red-Nosed Reindeer," "Have a Holly Jolly 

Christmas," and "Rockin' around the Christmas 

Tree." Sammy Cahn and Jule Styne penned "Let It 

Snow, Let It Snow, Let It Snow." And you will 

certainly hear these songs and others performed by 

such well known Jews as Kenny G. (The ‘G’ is for 

Gorelick) and Barbara Streisand. It even pains me to 

say that even Bob Dylan put out a Christmas CD a 

few years ago. So what about great Hanukkah music? 

Is there such a thing? Why didn’t these great Jewish 

songwriters write Hanukkah songs? Perhaps, simply, 

the Jewish community was too small a market for 

those songwriters to be interested. Or maybe the 

tradition of Jewish cantorial music seemed to have a 

grip on the ears of the Jewish community. But, 

somebody clearly thought it was a good idea to write 

“Dreidel, Dreidel.” I have to think that the “They 

persecuted us—we fought back and won...” story of 

Hanukkah didn’t seem to inspire fun music in the 

same way as the commercialization of Christmas 

inspired songwriting 

But a Google search of Youtube videos shows that a 

new generation of Jewish songwriters and artists 

have taken on the challenge, and things are getting 

better. I think it all started with Adam Sandler’s 

irreverent “The Chanukah Song.” Now we have 

“Candlelight” (albeit a parody of “Dynamite”) by the 

Maccabeats. And Matisyahu has given us a song 

called, “Miracle.” 

 

I also encourage you to visit Oysongs.com. It’s the 

Jewish iTunes! Searching “Chanukah” or “Hanukkah” 

will give you plenty to listen to.  

 

And, I can enthusiastically recommend a couple of 
CD’s (mostly traditional music, with some new tunes) 
for you to buy and play at your Hanukkah celebrations. 
They are available online at urjbooksandmusic.com, a 
publisher of Jewish music.   
 

ShirLaLa Chanukkah: Jewish kiddie rocker, Shira 

Kline, has her own very popular ShirLaLa Holiday 

Series. Celebrate Hanukkah with Shira, her band, and 

the sweet voices of over 30 children. The lively and 

beautiful sing-along music will take you through the 

holiday story, foods, games, and rituals in Hebrew, 

English, Yiddish, and Ladino.  

It’s Chanukkah Time : From the first notes of this 

recording you’ll know it’s not the “same old 

Hanukkah music.” With joyful exuberance, Julie 

Silver brings a refreshing new sound to many of our 

Hanukkah favorites. From the bluesey slide guitar of 

“The Dreidel Song” to the Latin rhythms of 

“Chanukah, O Chanukah,” from the Middle Eastern 

strains of “Maoz Tzur/Rock of Ages” to the reggae 

arrangement of the gospel classic, “This Little Light 

of Mine,” this CD weaves threads of rock and folk 

with musical traditions from around the globe.  

Happy listening and happy Hanukkah to you and your 

family 

 
L’ Shalom, 

 

Cantor Steven Hummel 

 

By Cantor Steve Hummel 
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thepresident’smessage By Donna Baar 

    

    Hardships Bring Blessings into Focus 

 

 

 

As soon as Rabbi Schechter heard that the speaker for 

this year’s Annual Community Interfaith 

Thanksgiving Service would be Levant Akbarut of the 

Islamic Congregation of La Canada Flintridge, he 

offered to host at Temple Sinai. What a great 

opportunity to reach out and extend the hand of 

friendship between our communities. It was a 

beautiful service as the leaders of the Glendale-

Foothill religious communities shared Thanksgiving 

readings from a wide variety of religious writings. 

The music was courtesy of our Shabbat 150 band and 

our Shofar Choir.   

As Mr. Akbarut approached the podium to speak, 

he was noticeably nervous. Less than one week ago 

the Islamic terrorist group ISIS had killed 129 

people in Paris and wounded hundreds more. As he 

stood there repeating “Not in my name” three 

times, I felt the pain the true followers of Islam 

must be feeling. Pain caused by extremists taking 

the name of their religion and perverting it for their 

own agenda. The pain of not knowing if the people 

you meet will see you for who you are or 

automatically assume you are an extremist.   

Another part of Mr. Akbarut’s speech that 

resonated with me, was his recap of the history of 

Thanksgiving.  He spoke of how our Thanksgiving 

tradition came from our history of hardship and 

suffering. The pilgrims were celebrating their 

survival of the first winter in the Americas, even 

though half of them perished.    George 

Washington’s Thanksgiving Proclamation was 

issued a few years after the American Revolution 

ended. Abraham Lincoln declared it to be a 

national holiday during the Civil War. It seems that 

hardships and sadness often bring our blessings 

into greater focus. 

Thanksgiving has passed and we look toward 

Hanukkah, another celebration of survival. As we 

count the eight days by lighting our menorahs, let’s 

all of us count our blessings. The blessing of family 

and friends, with all their personalities and quirks, 

we still love them. The blessing of Judaism and our 

Temple Sinai community, which we all at times 

struggle with, but we continue to work toward 

ensuring its survival. The blessing of being able to 

live in the United States, with all her imperfections, 

it is still one of the greatest countries in the world. 

There are not a lot of countries left where a 

member of Islam can walk into a Jewish temple, be 

welcomed, listened to and treated as a respected 

member of our greater community.  May it always 

remain so for us and our descendents. 

L'Shalom 
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Hanukkah Dinner & Party 
  

Sunday, December 13 @ 5:30 pm 
      
Temple Sinai of Glendale's Sisterhood invites you to attend their annual Hanukkah Dinner & Party!  
 
Bring your own Hanukkah menorah & candles to light together and feel 
free to bring your favorite wine to share with your table. Enjoy singing, 
dreidel spinning, games, & entertainment.  
 
To help us plan for the correct number of people, please make your 
reservations by Wednesday, December 9.  
If you have questions, please call Susan Hain at (818) 543-1656 

 

 

   

 

Join the Social Action Committee and 

help repair the world! 

We usually meet monthly on Sundays  

after religious school at 12:45,  

and begin with a potluck dairy/vegetarian lunch. 

All are welcome! 

Upcoming meeting dates 

December 13  January 10    February 14     March 13     April 10     May 8 

For more information contact Maggie Freed 

mwfreed@gmail.com 323.527.7989 

tel:%28818%29%20543-1656
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 By Tracy Kaplan 

Last month I had the privilege of representing Temple Sinai 

as a delegate to the 48th Assembly of WRJ – Women of 

Reform Judaism. It was held in Orlando, Florida in 

conjunction with the Union of Reform Judaism (URJ) and 

National Federation of Temple Youth (NFTY) biennial 

conventions. There was much to see and do and it was 

pretty overwhelming, but here are some highlights: 

 We saw Lilly Ledbetter in person and heard the 

amazing story of her fight for equal pay for women. 

After working at Goodyear for nearly 20 years, she 

learned her male colleagues, doing the same job as 

she, were making nearly $55,000 a year more than 

she was! She sued the company and fought all the way to the Supreme Court, only to lose in the end over 

a technicality. Really quite shocking. But because of her struggle, the first bill signed by President Obama 

after he took office was the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, assuring women everywhere in the U.S. equal 

pay for equal work. 

 The theme of the weekend was Audacious Hospitality. The WRJ and URJ, unlike some other religious 

groups, proudly welcome gay and transgender Jews and Jews of color into the Reform movement. Jodi 

Kantor of The New York Times moderated a panel— including actor Michael Douglas and Cornell Brook, 

President of the NAACP—on the topic of audacious hospitality within the Reform Jewish 

community. This accepting, supportive culture makes me proud to be a reform Jewish woman today! 

 During the plenary sessions, the WRJ delegate passed constitutional revisions including one allowing 

unaffiliated women to join WRJ directly without having to be a member of a synagogue. This gives 

Jewish women in remote areas the ability to be part of this large and powerful organization. Another goal 

WRJ focused on concerned our teens, emphasizing the message of no texting while driving. 

 Celebrating Shabbat with 5,000 of my new closest friends from all over the world was unbelievable! I met 

one woman from South America who came to the convention looking for ways to improve her sisterhood.  

 Hearing Rabbi David Saperstein and Vice President Joe Biden were the highlights of the Assembly for 

me. Joe Biden spoke of his long career and told stories of meetings with Golda Meir and Yitzhak Rabin as 

a young Senator from Delaware. He provided motivational words to the NFTY members of the event.  

Probably my biggest take away from the convention was the verification that Temple Sinai of Glendale is a 

vibrant and high functioning community with a tremendous amount to offer 

members of all ages. I learned some new ideas to bring to Sisterhood—ways 

to re-imagine our organization, bringing a fresh outlook to our long 

established group. Attending this Biennial was an incredible experience for 

spiritual, educational and political reasons. I am grateful to have had this 

opportunity and encourage anyone who can to attend an event like this to do 

so at least once in your life.  

For more pictures and/or information on resolutions passed at the Biennial, 

please go to www.wrj.org or look up the WRJ Biennial Page on Facebook.  

 

 

Attending convention with my daughter, Zoë, 

made the experience even more memorable. 

 

The Temple Sinai Contingent 

http://www.wrj.org/
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Notes from Brotherhood 

Men of Reform Judaism 

Night of the Round Table 
by Larry Moskowitz 

The first (in recent memory) annual 

Brotherhood Shabbat service on November 

13 was a great success.  

Thank you to Roger Baar for conceiving 

and organizing the 

event, and for creating 

and publishing a 

beautiful and useful 

siddur. The Torah 

readings by Bill 

Peters and Craig 

Schweon were 

exemplary. Larry 

Moskowitz' d'var 

Torah was 

entertaining and cogent. And thank you to 

all the other Brotherhood members who 

contributed to the service. It's gratifying to 

see that member participation is increasing 

with each Brotherhood event. And, of 

course, our appreciation to Cantor Steve for 

his lively, stirring music, and to Rabbi Rick 

who concluded the service with a generous 

tribute praising Brotherhood for our 

contribution to temple life.  

Hopefully, Brotherhood Shabbat will 

become an annual occurrence at Temple 

Sinai. 

 

 

 

  

     We have a number of events planned for 

the coming months. These include: 

 Assisting Sisterhood with the 

Hanukkah dinner on December 13; 

 Distribution of Yom HaShoah 

candles in the Spring;  

 Presenting a Yom HaShoah program 

with special guest speaker on May 1;  

 Preparing an End of School Year 

BBQ Lunch at the Temple Family 

Retreat on May 22; 

 Hosting a Texas Holdem 

tournament in early 

January.  

(Please contact Larry 

Moskowitz if you're 

interested in playing. It 

will be a modest buy-in, 

lots of action, delicious 

snacks and good 

company. All players are 

welcome.) 

If you have any ideas for additional 

Brotherhood functions, we'd love to hear 

them. Please contact Bill Peters, our 

Facilitator, or Larry Moskowitz, Deputy 

Facilitator In Training (DEFACIT).  

Or better yet, come join us at one of our 

monthly meetings. We're dark for the month 

of December so the next possible time will be 

Tuesday, January 12, 2016 at 7:30 pm in the 

social hall. Refreshments will be served.  
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Adults  ____   x $12.00 = $_______    

Children (12 and under)  ____   x $ 7.00  = $_______    

Total Due   $_______ 

Checks should be made payable to Temple Sinai Sisterhood. To allow us to plan for 

the correct number of people, you must make your reservation by the date shown 

above, although you may pay at the door.  If you have questions, call the Temple 
office at (818) 246-8101.  

If you make reservations but are unable to attend, it is still your responsibility to 

pay.  We appreciate everyone’s cooperation.   

Friday, January 8, 2016 
at 6:00 p.m. 

in the Temple Social Hall 
 

l 

Roasted Chicken, 
Mac and Cheese 

Grilled Mixed Vegetables, 
Salad, Challah, 

Wine, and Dessert 

Family Night 

Shabbat Dinner 

RESERVATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 

AFTER WEDNESDAY, January 6 2016. 

Make reservations on the Temple web  

site at Temple-Sinai.net or by calling 

Lorna Simon at (818) 357-0174 
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Journey Through the Bible 

With Rabbi Rick Schechter 

A monthly series on Sunday mornings 

at 10:00-11:30 a.m. 

This year: We continue the dramatic and fascinating stories from the biblical 

books of Samuel. Discover and discuss their wisdom, value, literary artistry, and 

relevance to our lives today. 

“The Original Game of Thrones:  

David and Saul” 
Sunday, December 6 at 10 a.m. 

 Beit Lev  
Lifelong learning to engage the heart and mind 
Part of Temple Sinai’s Adult Education Committee’s Community of Practice 

  

It Returns! 
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Judaica Shop News for December 

 

It’s Hanukkah - no matter how you spell it in English that festival of lights is here again. Do 

you have enough candles? Is it time for a new chanukiyah (the 9 branched Menorah)?  

 

 

 

Does everyone have their own dreidl? Have you bought enough gifts to give out?  Don’t worry, Suzy 

and the Gift Shop have something for you to buy. Light your first candle on Sunday, December 6. 



Please Remember 
Annual SOVA Hanukkah Food Drive 

December 2015 

SOVA Shopping List  

(no glass containers, please) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Foods 

Oatmeal  Dry Pasta   Rice  Canned Fruit    

Dry Milk  Cooking Oil  Whole Grain Cereal 

Canned Meat  Canned Fish Juice  Canned Vegetables   

Canned Soup Tomato Sauce  Peanut butter  

Personal Care 

 Diapers Soap  Razors  

 Toothpaste Toothbrushes 
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BAT MITZVAH PROFILE 

SALOME GOLDBERG 
by Joyce Moskowitz 

 

Bat Mitzvah Date: December 5, 2015 
Torah Portion: Vayeishev, Genesis 40:9-18 
School / Grade Waverly School in Pasadena / 8th 
 

Salome has the honor of being our very last b'nei mitzvah for the 2015 

calendar year. She will lead the service and share the story of Joseph... in 

particular, how Jacob, Joseph's father, favors him and how jealous that 

makes his brothers. "Joseph’s brothers plot to kill him, but instead are convinced to sell him into slavery," 

Salome tells us. "This jealousy seems to be part of G*d’s plan because the brothers’ treachery puts Joseph on 

the path to greatness in Egypt and lets him save the lives of all his families (by preparing for a great famine) 

and fulfilling G*d’s promise to Abraham." [Someone did their homework!]  

Salome tells The Scribe how she might possibly relate her Torah portion to her own life today. "There are 

times I’m jealous of others," she admits. "In my Torah speech, I talk about sometimes being jealous when my 

mother pays attention to my older brother instead of me. My Torah portion taught me that jealousy is an age-

old human emotion that is dealt with best by speaking openly about my feelings to try to resolve them." With a 

final thought, she adds, "Something puzzles me though. If Joseph’s brothers had followed this peaceful path 

instead of an angry path, what would have happened to the people of Israel and Egypt?" 

Salome enjoys reading but insists she doesn't have one favorite book or author. Her favorite subject in 

school? "Definitely math," she says. "At first I struggled with it, but now it just seems logical to me." But don't 

get her wrong, Salome insists... she also loves being creative. "My mom and I are both artistic and love to 

draw. She's also great at crafts and has taught me how to make beautiful and interesting things." 

We asked Salome what keeps her busy outside of her school work, playing on her school's volleyball team, 

playing tennis 2-3 times a week and studying for this day? "I have two dogs... Luna, a little poodle, and Sabel, 

a big, black Lab. And one cat named Ziggy. We also have bears coming into our yard in Pasadena, but I 

haven’t named any of them...yet." 

The theme of animals seems to be a perfect segue into Salome's mitzvah project. I am doing a mitzvah 

project about teaching younger kids how to care for horses. I love animals and have loved horses ever since I 

was really little. I wanted to be around horses while helping others." Which falls right in line with what Salome 

plans for her future. "Right now I’m thinking I would like to be veterinarian because of my love for animals." 

A few unknown factoids about Salome before we bring her story to a close. Her favorite Jewish holiday is 

Hanukkah. "Because of the dancing candle lights and presents!" Music plays an integral part of her home life. 

"Music is always playing in my house and if the whole family is ever in the car together we fight over who gets 

to be the DJ." As an aside, she admits, "I usually win!" And something way unsuspecting? "I am a certified 

scuba diver." Her first certified dive was in Kona, on the Big Island of Hawaii. "Yeah it was at night and there 

were 19 giant manta rays swimming all around me, brushing against my head and shoulders." Salome tops off 

her list with this. "I think people also would be surprised to learn that I can run a 10-K in 55 minutes." [We're 

impressed!] 

Please join us at The Scribe in congratulating Salome, her mom and dad, (Marissa and Jeffrey) and older 

brother Ryan Frederick, on Salome becoming a bat mitzvah. Mazel Tov!   
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What’s Nu? GTY Happenings 

November was Thrilling for 

Glendale Temple Youth 

 Two of our GTYites, Rose Haas and Zoe 

Kaplan, and I attended the National URJ 

Biennial Conference in Orlando, Florida. 

Each of them wrote a guest article on my 

blog (which can be found at 

barakmalkin.wordpress.com) and we all had 

a really wonderful time. Zoe, Rose, and I 

fundraised for Biennial on GoFundMe.com 

to help supplement the cost and we want to 

take this moment to thank everyone who 

donated and helped us. We also want to 

thank those who donated at our “Latke” 

level and above: Larry and Flo Cohen, 

Harley Haas, Seth Chazanoff, Rabbi Rick 

Schechter, Cantor Steve Hummel, Carolyn 

Moore Mooso, and the Temple Sinai 

Sisterhood. 

 

 Also in November we ventured to Vasquez 

Rocks for our GTY Rocks! Event. We hiked, 

we relaxed, we climbed, we hung out, and 

we enjoyed the beautiful scenery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming in December 

 If you have friends with kids, please let 

them know about our Parent’s Night Out 

babysitting event on Saturday, December 

19th!  

 

 We hope to see you at our December event 

on Sunday, December 20th for Ice Skating! 

It’s sure to be a fun weekend with GTY! 

 

Be sure to grab a GTY Membership Packet next 

time you’re at the temple and register to be a GTY 

member for this year!  

Follow us on Facebook (GTY-Glendale Temple 

Youth), Snapchat (@GTYgroup), and Insta 

(@GTYgroup)! 
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     Helping with Your Heart: A Workshop  
                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rabbi Schechter with Joel Kushner                      Lunching and Learning 

If you are like most of us, you have likely had the experience of wanting to give support to someone dealing 

with illness or loss, but not knowing what to say or do. 

The Union of Reform Judaism describes a Caring Community as one that makes individuals feel known, 

cared about, supported and valued during the most difficult and most wonderful moments of our lives. 

Joel Kushner, PsyD, Director of the Kalsman Institute on Judaism & Health at Hebrew Union College 

led members of Temple Sinai in an interactive workshop entitled “Creating a Caring Community”, 

explored the do’s and don’ts for visiting people in different settings (home, hospital, nursing home). 

Workshop participants learned that:  

 A key aspect in providing support to a person in need is to be truly present and to allow yourself 
time to prepare before and to reflect after the visit.   

 Other do’s include practicing reflecting back what you heard and respecting the person’s wishes 
and privacy. 

 An act as simple as making sure that you are on the same eye level as the person you are visiting 

can make an enormous difference in how you are perceived.   

 As the visitor, you should share your own stories only if the person asks about your experience.   

 To ask open-ended questions such as “what types of activities do you like to do now, or in the 
past; are there any activities you would enjoy participating in now” to stimulate conversation.   

 Behaviors to avoid include visiting when you are not mentally prepared or distracted by other 
responsibilities, staying too long, trying to fix things, giving advice, questioning the medical 

professional’s judgment or the facility’s staff or policies, taking sides in family disputes, and 

feeling the need to talk constantly. 

Temple Sinai of Glendale’s Caring Community committee will continue to explore this important and 

complex topic with the mission to support members during times of illness, crisis, reduced ability or 

loss.  

We welcome participation from all congregants.  Please contact Andrea Renskoff 

(arenskoff@yahoo.com) or call the Temple office to become a part of this endeavor.  

  

mailto:arenskoff@yahoo.com
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Welcome New Members! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
The Scribe Publication Policy 

The editorial staff of The Scribe, under the direction of the Communications Committee, in collaboration with Temple Sinai of 

Glendale president and clergy, is issuing the following publication policy: 

Purposes and goals. The primary purposes of The Scribe are to (a) provide information and opportunities for involvement in temple 

programs and surrounding community affairs, and (b) to communicate messages to the congregation from our officers, clergy, 

committees and interest groups. Our goal is to ensure that publication content is always consistent with the core values named in our 

temple’s vision statement. 

Consequently, we gladly continue to encourage and accept the following items for inclusion in The Scribe: 

Regular features such as articles from clergy and officers. 

Reports and announcements from committees, interest groups and event coordinators. 

News of upcoming temple activities, such as social events, Shabbat services, classes, seminars, guest speakers, fund-raising events and 

youth group outings; and reports of such activities after they occur. 

Announcements and order forms regarding temple-based items for sale, such as Judaica shop merchandise, Rosh HaShanah honey and 

Hanukkah latke mix. 

Reminders of recurring events such as “Family Night Dinner,” “Tot Shabbat” and “Meditation at Temple Sinai.” 

Acknowledgement of cash donations, flower fund donations and oneg sponsorship. Monthly information such as candle lighting 

times, yahrzeits, Torah readings and condolences. 

Any other material, including reports, events and activities from the wider community, must be consistent with the purposes and goals 

stated above. 

While we encourage and support individual creativity and diverse points of view, we regretfully can no longer accept personal articles 

and opinion pieces for publication. 

As always, the editorial staff reserves the right to review, edit, and approve any and all material submitted for inclusion in The 

Scribe. For additional information or clarification about our policy, please contact Heather Ross or e-mail scribe@temple-sinai.net.  

 

Our old prayer books going near and far 

                           

Last year we donated many copies of our blue Gates of Prayer to small congregations all over the 

country. This year we've donated copies of the old gray Gates of Prayer and the red Gates of Repentance 

to a small congregation not quite so far away: Temple Har Shalom in Idyllwild. It's wonderful to know 

that these books will continue to have a life after Temple Sinai! 

Maggie Freed 

 

 

 

  
 

 
Eryn and Andrew Seltzer 
La Canada  
Quinn Seltzer    
Liam Seltzer  

Ishai and Elizabeth Setton 
Glendale 
Margot Setton                 
Leo Setton                          
George Setton                  
 

Zipporah and David 
Yamamoto  
La Crescenta 
Nadav Yamamoto 
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Sinai Seniors Book Club December 2015-January2016 

 

 

For Monday, December 14, 2015 

The Greatest Generation                           

                     by  

         Tom Brokaw  

 

Tom Brokaw became changed when he was in Normandy for an 

NBC documentary on the fortieth anniversary of the Allies D-Day 

invasion.  By the time he returned for the fiftieth anniversary he 

had begun to understand the amazing generation of Americans 

who were born in the 1910’s and 1920’s, who survived the Great 

Depression and fought in WWII. You meet many of the people who became not just every day 

men and women, but heroes and heroines whose entire lives were touched by the events of 

America. They became builders and created lives that transformed us.       

 

                      For Monday, January 12, 2016 

                                 The Lawgiver 

                                        by 

                              Herman Wouk 

 

The title definitely belongs on a movie marquee. This charming 

little novel by Mr. Wouk centers on the possible making of a 

movie about Moses. Not the Charlton Heston one, but one based 

on the actual story in the Torah. Characters in the novel include a 

young woman writer, who left a rigid Orthodox background, a 

lawyer, a screen writer, an Australian multimillionaire, an actor 

with little experience and Herman Wouk and his wife Betty, The 

tale is told through a series of letters, emails and journal entries. Pivotal to the novel is that 

Herman Wouk always wanted to write a novel about Moses but didn’t feel ready for it. 
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November DONATIONS 

General Fund 
Randi Burke-Aguiar    

For the yahrzeit of her grandmothers Elizabeth Burke and Rose Forman 
Jocelyn Factor 
 For the yahrzeit of her mother Rose Rothenberg 
Heather and Arthur Ross 
 In appreciation of Marc Lowenthal for referring a delightful family who purchased a home with them 
 In appreciation of Donna and Roger Baar for the use of their services in the sale of their home 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Marilyn Silva 
 For the yahrzeit of her great grandmother Chaja Kistenberg 
Lois Lovi 
 For the yahrzeit of her brother Maurice Cohen 
Lorna and Michael Simon 
 In honor of their daughter Leah’s Bat Mitzvah 
Cynthia Berkman 
 For the yahrzeit of her brother Robert Lutsky 
Alan Snitzer 
 For the yahrzeit of his mother Honey Snitzer 
Noelle Millien 
 For the yahrzeit of her mother Violette Millien 
Debbi and Dan Heller  
              In appreciation 
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 

Lorna and Michael Simon 
 In honor of their daughter Leah’s Bat Mitzvah 
Debbi and Dan Heller  
              In appreciation 
  
Educator’s Discretionary Fund 
Lorna and Michael Simon 
 In honor of their daughter Leah’s Bat Mitzvah 
 
Sisterhood Campership Fund 
Marc and Tina Lowenthal 
 For the yahrzeit of Marc’s cousin Louis Lowenthal 
Ina Joseph 
 For the yahrzeit of her father David Gotthelf, and her brother Howard Gotthelf 
 
Max Lewis Prayer Book Fund 
Ray and Flori Turchin 

In appreciation of Temple Sinai of Glendale for donating prayer books to Temple Har Shalom of Idyllwild 
 
 

 CONDOLENCES 
Sylvia Miller for the loss of her step-daughter, Devra Miller 
Marc Grefeson                 Cousin of Larry Cohen 
Eugene Jamin                    Father of Debbie Heller and grandfather of Sara and Adam 
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Shabbat Morning Minyan 

A minyan is traditionally a quorum of ten or more adult (over the age of b’nei mitzvah) 

Jews for the purpose of communal prayer; a minyan is often held within a synagogue… 

-- adapted from Wikipedia 

Come to the Temple Sinai of Glendale monthly minyan and enjoy an intimate Shabbat 

morning service and discussion of the week’s Torah portion or other related topic. Our 

minyan meets at 10:30 am on the third Shabbat of each month and is followed by a 

delicious vegetarian/dairy potluck lunch where discussion can continue. 

Want to know more? 

Call Maggie Freed at 323-527-7989 or email at mwfreed@gmail.com 

Mark your calendars for upcoming dates: 

  
Dec 19 

 Jan 16 - Feb 20 - Mar 19 - Apr 16 - May 21 - Jun 18 - Jul 16 
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Bella Molho – Agnes Lieberman Flower Fund 

November 6, 2015 – 25 Heshvan, 5776 

Lorna and Michael Simon 

in honor of Leah’s Bat Mitzvah 

Joyce and Larry Moskowitz 

for the yahrzeit of Larry’s uncle Harold Moskowitz 

Sylvia Miller 

for the yahrzeit of her brother Alvin Krolowitz 

Alan Snitzer 

for the yahrzeit of his mother Honey Snitzer 

George Loew 

for the yahrzeit of his mother Suzanne Loew 

Parents of the Kindergarten Sunday school class students 

in honor of their kids’ consecration 

 

November 13, 2015 – 2 Kislev, 5776 

Kim and Michael Fedrick 

in honor of Raymond’s Bar Mitzvah 

Maggie and Jan Freed 

for the yahrzeit of Jan’s mother Shirley Freed 

Donna and Rodger Baar 

for the yahrzeit of Donna’s mother Anna Nann 

Elaine, Kari and Dana Edelman 

for the yahrzeit of mother and grandmother Mary Cohen 

Randi Burke and James Aguiar 

for the yahrzeits of Randi’s grandmothers Elizabeth Burke and Rose Forman 

Joyce and Larry Moskowitz 

for the yahrzeit of Larry’s step-mother Helen Moskowitz 

 

November 20, 2015 – 9 Kislev, 5776 

Jennifer Mervis and family 

in honor of Madeline’s Bat Mitzvah 

Mindy and Gene Stein 

for the yahrzeit of Mindy’s mother Freda Koen 

Pat and Steven Smith 

for the yahrzeit of Pat’s mother Virginia Warren 

Lori Gross 

for the yahrzeit of her grandfather George Michaels 

 

November 27, 2015 – 16 Kislev, 5776 

Cynthia and Jerry Berkman 

for the yahrzeit of Cynthia’s brother Robert Lutsky

  

Yahrzeit 

On the following pages 
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Yahrzeit – We remember 
December 4, 2015 – 23 Kislev, 5776 
 
Charles Berkman    father of Mr. Jerome Berkman 
Mary Clark     mother of Mrs. Nancy Rosen 
Samuel Forest Forman   uncle of Mrs. Randi Burke-Aguiar 
Mordecai Jabin    brother of Marilyn Silva 
Tom Kelly     grandfather of Mr. Gary Blackburn 
Louis Krugly     father of Mrs. Edith Cohen 
Steven D. Lowenstam   brother of Mrs. Ruth Goldstein 
Phyllis Owensmith    aunt of Mr. Jan Freed 
Ana Raimist     aunt of Ms. Robi Hellman 
Rose Silfen     grandmother of Ms. Regina Robinson 
Bessie Zimmerman  
Joseph Epstein   
Louis E. Friedman   
Louis Labovitch   
 
December 11, 2015 – 30 Kislev, 5776 
Morrie Cohen    father of Mr. Larry Cohen 
Betty Gordon    mother of Mr. Bruce Gordon 
Marvin Gordon    father of Mrs. Melissa Rosen 
Phil Hammer    step-father of Mrs. Jan Sway 
Raisa Shmidt    mother of Eric Shmidt 
Allen Silverstein    father of Mrs. Elinor Peters 
Ellen Stern     grandmother of Ms. Patricia Winkel 
Abraham Gross    uncle of Ms. Lori Gross 
Chimon Rafi Mayeri   father of Mrs. Louise Mayeri Spillman  
Sophia Kay Tepper    
Harry Zeidler   
Max Abramson   
Minnie Berniker   
Fannie D. Cohen   
Harry G. Goodman   
Esther Schwartz   
William Schweidt   
Helen Small    

continued 
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December 18, 2015 – 7 Tevet, 5776 
Robert Blumenthal   nephew of Mr. Jerome Berkman 
Eugene Brumer   father of Mrs. Susan Hain 
Benjamin Cann   grandfather of Dr. Cynthia Baker 
Morris Friedman   grandfather of Rabbi Rick Schechter 
Susie Hawbecker   sister-in-law of Jay and  Doreen Hawbecker 
Harold Sachartoff   father of Mrs. Doreen Hawbecker 
Noah Ned Jamin   uncle of Mrs. Debra Heller 
Anne Monas    grandmother of Ms. Jennifer Mervis 
Gerald Richelson   father of Mr. Mark Richelson 
Julius Schneider   uncle of Marilyn Silva 
Aaron Seltzer   grandfather of Dr. Andrew Seltzer 
PFC Morton William Shisgal brother of Ms. Selma Stevens 
Max William Waterman  father of Mr. Albert Waterman 
Aaron Goldstein    
Fern Green Kaminsky   
Marvin Lieberman    
Caroline Morse    
Beckie Pullman    
Leopold Ullman    
 
December 25, 2015 – 14 Tevet, 5776 
Irene Cann    grandmother of Dr. Cynthia Baker 
Samuel Cohen   father of Mrs. Lois Lovi 
Yetta Zaloszynski Grzebin grandmother of Marilyn Silva 
J. Walter Hellman   father of Ms. Robi Hellman 
Howard Koen   father of Mrs. Mindy Stein 
Rose Pressman   grandmother of Preston Oppenheimer 
Rose Rosenberg   aunt of Mrs. Lois Lovi 
Bernard Rothbardt   grandfather of Scott Richland 
Ester Samid    mother of Mrs. Leah Soltes 
Glenn Dorne   friend of Ms. Peggy Nichols  
Morris Shrager    
Eva Kaufman    
Stanley H. Schachter   
  



D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 5                       T h e  S c r i b e                                P a g e  | 28 

 

 

Birthdays for December 

3 Ms. Laura Friedman 
 3 Matthew Seidner 
 6 Mr. Michael Barak 
 7 Claire Fausett 
 7 Michelle Malkin 
 7 Heather Ross 
 8 Andrea Klein 
 8 Tina Lowenthal 
 8 Charles Vogel 
 8 Gabriel Vogel 
 9 Jordan Levine 
 10 Blanca Hadar 
 10 Richard Lubman 
 10 Eli Marion 
 11 Jordan Marx 

 11 Sylvie Shure 
 12 Sydney Horne 
 13 Susie Ribnik 
 13 Martha Sensel 
 14 Edward Polon 
 14 Sabine Tullis 
 15 Deborah Johnson 
 15 Matthew Ossen 
 16 Lori Waldinger 
 17 Matthew Brownstein 
 17 Robert Rubnitz 
 20 Andrea Renskoff 
 21 Allison Bodaken 
 21 David Hughey 
 21 Michael Marx 

 21 Raymie Muzquiz 
 21 Howard Speil 
 22 Phillip Hain 
 22 Lois Lovi 
 22 Elinor Peters 
 24 Steven Goby 
 24 Amos Lasry 
 24 Eli Phirman 
 24 Benjamin Winkel 
 25 Elaine Edelman 
 25 Noelle Millien 
 27 Mark Fabulich 
 28 Jennifer Shmidt 
 31 Sarah Aronovsky 

Oneg Sponsors from November: 
11/6/15 – Michael and Lorna Simon in honor of their daughter Leah’s Bat Mitzvah and by the 
parents of our Kindergarten Class in honor of their children 
11/13/15 – Kim and Michael Fedrick in honor of their son Raymond’s Bar Mitzvah and by the  
Temple Sinai Brotherhood 
11/20/15 – Jennifer Mervis and family for the Bat Mitzvah of her daughter Madeline Adkins 
11/27/15 – The Hain Family 

You are invited to make a donation to Temple Sinai of Glendale as a means of sharing your joys and sorrows 

with your fellow congregants and at the same time helping the Temple meet its funding needs. In order to 

properly acknowledge and credit your donation, please fill out this form and submit it with your donation. All 

gifts are tax deductible. Thank you!  

In Memory of . . . In Honor of . . . In Appreciation of . . . 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason, if applicable ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

From _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Enclosed is my check for $ __________________ Please send an acknowledgement card to: 

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Address _____________________________________ City ____________________________ State ___________ Zip _____________  

Donations 
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